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(Unfortunately we don not have professional portraits. So I took some private pics that were somehow up-to-date. Take your choice!)
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Continuing the presentations giving at the British Council Conference: Towards an Information Society for All (TISA) in Bologna...

There is a lot of information available on the internet on the German education system, and about educational research and practice. There is advice and resources for teachers, administrators or journalists. 

If you want to know about these internet sources you should first have a look into a portal called 'German Education Server' (Deutscher Bildungsserver). This service is available in German, but some parts which cover the interests of foreign visitors have been translated into English: http://www.eduserver.de/index_e.html.

The German Education Server ('eduserver') was first developed as a pilot project, since the beginning of this year it was transferred into the permanent, thus institutional, existence as part of the public service. Its central office is settled at the German Institute for International Educational Research (Deutsches Institut für Internationale Pädagogische Forschung) in Frankfurt on Main.

What are the objectives of the eduserver and how does it work?

The main objectives of the eduserver are:

1. to provide comprehensive information on all levels and areas of education available online,

2. to focus on highly recommended and so-called 'official' information, i.e. information, which originates from government sources.
The eduserver does not offer self generated sources, but refers to other providers. 

These two seemingly contradictory targets are achieved through having two different ways of access. You can search for information via databases and via browsing structure.

Databases

The comprehensive and dynamic function is achieved via databases. Subject specific editors collect and control the data entries. They are supported by users and suppliers of information who can fill in forms for external entries. The selection of databases is shown in the right upper section of the homepage. Clicking on a database opens an advanced search form. The simple option is to search the eduserver by using the search line in the head of the homepage which leads to a full-text search across all entries of all databases.

The databases are:

· Online Resources 

Online available instructional material for all levels of education from school education to vocational and higher education (9,000 entries).

· Offline Learning Media
Offline instructional material such as films, pictures, CD-ROMs and diskettes (7,000 entries).

· Institutions 

A compendium of education-relevant institutions in Germany and abroad (3,100 entries).

· School Web / Schools in WWW (part of 'Institutions')
Database of schools in Germany which are online, with links to European and international school databases (8,000 entries).

· People 

Database of persons who are experts in education (4,500 entries).

· Calendar of Events 
Conferences, workshops. 

· Glossary 
150 main terms of the German educational system are explained in English and French. 

· Competitions

Regional, national and European competitions for pupils and students.

Browsing structure

The selection function is managed via a browsing facility ('Information on Education') that provides evaluated sources for six structured topic areas. The selection of this specially emphasised described data is also carried out by the topic editors. The sources of so-called 'official' documents are indicated by colour.
Excursus: Characteristics of the German Education Policy

The function of an 'official' server for education policy in Germany is not without complication. The German policy system for education is decentralised. Regional authorities - the so-called 'Länder' - are responsible for most of the crucial areas and institutions of the educational system (see diagramm below).
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The 'Länder ' are very keen on keeping their responsibilities free from federal influence, but the federal ministry is very often needed for funding and financing special initiatives. This tricky situation leeds to compromises. The German Education Server is one of the very few concerted efforts that passed the phase of a project and went into the institutional status.

Some example features 

In the following some features are explicitly presented. These features are partly focused on foreign users, therefore they are also available in English.

Glossary

Educational systems are bound to the tradition and cultural backround of a country or even a region. They are different all over Europe, but we have to understand the differences in order to see where they fit for cooperation. The 'Glossary on the Educational System in the Federal Republic of Germany' offers foreigners an insight into the field of education by explaining the main German terms in English or French.
Calendar of events

Most of the events in this calendar take place in Germany, but there is also a special focus on events in education which have European or international relevance. That is why this service is availible in German, English and French.

Database INES

If you want to know something about an educational topic in a foreign country and you want it immediately and online INES is a very good choice. INES is an internet subject guide on information about educational systems of more than 150 countries. The database collects links and descriptions to administrative bodies, educational institutions and organisations, databases, documents and many other URLs of national or international relevance in education. INES is a service of the German Institute for International Educational Research featured by the German Education Server: www.dipf.de/datenbanken/ines.htm.

INES is searchable in German and English.
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Due to the various areas and tasks the eduserver team has to cover, a rather complex organisational structure has been built up to maintain these affordings. Most prominent is the central office at the German Institute for International Educational Research in Frankfurt on Main, which has the coordinative and administrative functions on one hand and is responsible for many of the content areas on the other hand. 

But there is also a network of cooperation partners with special abilities and responsibilities. It is also very positive that the eduserver is provided with a fund to support time-limited projects in order to fill information gaps which still do exist in the internet.

Last but not least, there is a steering committee which gives advice and control, but also political support. This is very important in view of the above mentioned complicated structure of political responsibilities in Germany. And it is very useful in order to gain assistance from other public service institutions.

Final Remarks

Even though the German Education Server is primarily intended for the German audience, it should me made clear that this service is also useful for members of other countries. But what concerns the author mostly is that this concept can serve as a model for other countries to build up/establish an eduserver as well.
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